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city immediately perceived the baseless fabric of the design, and he exerted all his influence to persuade its projectors to abandon it. This was clone with extreme difficulty. The greater undertaking being relinquished, the lesser was not executed, and the movements of the enemy, rendered necessary, a concentration of the army near the passes of the Highlands.*
Among the friends and correspondents of Colonel Lamb, was a French gentleman, named I)u Simitiere,f who had taken up the occupation of a miniature painter, and who was a great antiquary, virtuosi, and collector of curiosities 5 and it is even said that his cabinet formed the basis of Peale's Museum, and his collections, that of the Historical Society of Philadelphia. This gentleman was the translator into French of the manifesto of Congress to the Canadians, at the invasion under Montgomery, and he happened to be in Philadelphia when the British took possession, where he remained after the evacuation. As the correspondence of one friend with another, is illustrative of the characters of both ; and as one of the letters which passed between them had some relation to forgotten facts, it is inserted entire.
My dear Sir:
It is now two years, since I have been deprived of the pleasure of seeing you ; and the hope of meeting with you again soon, joined with an unaccountable aversion to letter writing, have been the only causes, of your not hearing directly from mo : which I must acknowledge, might appear at first, negligence, but it is far from being the case. I still, and shall ever, retain for you the same sincere attachment and regard, contracted by a friendship of so many years standing : and I please myself, with the thought, that you still continue rne a share of your affection.
As often as opportunities have occurred, I have not failed of inquiring very particularly after you ; and was much concerned to hear you had been wounded at Danbury. If it is your fate to be wounded in every action your are engaged
* Marshall.           f Lamb papers, N. Y. Hi*. Soc.